
The Brown & Co Labour and Machinery Costing Service builds up information from 
the machinery fleet, work rate, fuel usage, labour utilisation and downtime to provide 
an accurate cost. Understanding the true cost of operations requires in-depth 
analysis of farm records from fuel receipts to identifying each operation undertaken 
by each tractor and implement. Our experience allows accurate calculation of true 
depreciation, repair cost, labour efficiency and machine work rate and therefore 
utilisation.The service can be used to review past performance, budget for the future, 
aid machinery replacement decisions, review new technology or implements, help 
analyse potential business opportunities and review employment within the business.

• Evaluation of the realistic value of machinery fleet
• Analysis of labour utilisation, machinery work rate and cost per operation
• Comparison of operational costs for investment to new technology 
    with respect to potential new equipment purchases

brown-co.com

Labour and machinery costs can form the largest 
proportion of overheads in an arable business. 
It is important to have a full understanding of the 
true cost, especially when there are tight margins 
between profit and loss. 

LABOUR AND
MACHINERY
COSTING SERVICE

http://brown-co.com/


AGRICULTURAL
BUSINESS CONSULTANCY

An experienced practical team of consultants are on hand to review your 
records and substitute realistic industry figures where information is not 
available to produce an accurate and comprehensive review of the labour 
and machinery costs in an arable business. 

• Our consultants can draw on a vast cutting edge knowledge pool of practical
    farming operations, new technologies and machinery values
• We have extensive links with key industry players and other professionals
• We are experienced in reviewing financial records and data offering 
    expertise and value for money

HOW YOU
BENEFIT

Brown & Co’s specialist agricultural business consultancy department advises farmers, 
landowners and business managers throughout East Anglia, The Midlands and The 
Yorkshire and Humber regions. We believe our services are unrivalled in the rural sector.

Working alongside Brown & Co’s land agency and estate management department, our 
consultants are therefore uniquely positioned to advise on clients’ property and business 
requirements, giving our service a clear edge over others in the sector.

In addition to a comprehensive package of business advisory 
services, we are committed to responding quickly to changing 
needs and to new pressures facing our clients.

Crop Operation Costs (£s)

Labour Profile (hours)Machinery Hours (per annum)

Depreciation 37%
Fuel 13%
Repairs 5%
Interest 9%
Insurance 2%
Labour 34%

Our service is cutting edge and provides you with a true reflection of 
your actual labour and machinery costs, which can be monitored 
annually and benchmarked against similar businesses.

• Provides a true cost per operation by crop type across multiple enterprises.
• Helps review labour utilisation and efficiency, including down time
• Identifies where machines, implements and workers are costly
    and where improvements can be made
• Assesses the true cost of taking on new opportunities
• Calculates accurate costings when 
    reviewing contracting rates

Breakdown of Annual Costs
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Meet our team of specialist advisors

James Brown
Senior Associate
Banbury Office
01295 273555 
james.brown@brown-co.com

Philip Dunn
Partner
Brigg Office
01652 654833
philip.dunn@brown-co.com

Richard Levin
Partner
Bury St Edmunds Office
01284 731459
richard.levin@brown-co.com

Tim Young
Senior Associate
Huntingdon Office
07768 465745
tim.young@brown-co.com

Stuart Dickinson
Senior Associate
Grantham Office
01476 514430
stuart.dickinson@brown-co.com

Rob Hughes
Partner
Kings Lynn Office
01553 778055
rob.hughes@brown-co.com

Paul Waberski
Partner
Melton Mowbray Office
01664 502122
paul.waberski@brown-co.com

Simon Wearmouth
Divisional Partner
Norwich Office
01603 598251
simon.wearmouth@brown-co.com

Mark Wheeler
Associate
Spalding Office
01775 717884
mark.wheeler@brown-co.com

Residential, Commercial & Agricultural.
Brown & Co - 
advice you can trust.
brown-co.com
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